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Book Reviews
Minnesota Genealogical Journal. No. 8, 1992, published by Park
Genealogical Books, 3601 - 78th Avenue North, Brooklyn Park, MN 55443-2826.
Edited by Alfred J. Dahlquist and Mary Hawker Bakeman. Single issues $10.00
each.
This particular issue of Minnesota Genealogical Journal should be of
special interest to Minnesotans with Swedish roots. Several items beckon as
sources which should gladden the hearts of those researching early Minnesota
history. Among these contributions is the "1855 Minnesota Census", which had
been thought of as "lost", of which pp. 2-6 deal with the Chisago Lake and Taylors
Falls Precincts of Chisago County. Of the nearly 400 names listed here are many
Swedish-sounding names and one recognizes such early settlers as Andrew Norelius
(A. Norelius), a brother of the well-known Eric Norelius; Jonas Pehrsson Norell
(Peter Norell); Lars Johan Stark (L.J. Stark) from Götene Parish (Skar.), who
settled in Chisago County 1851 or 1852; Daniel Pehrsson Bill, who changed his
name to Daniel Ratteck (Daniel Rattrick); Daniel Lindstrom, the founder of the city
of Lindstrom,MN; Axel Magnus Dahlhjelm (A.M. Dahlion), former Swedish army
sergeant from Grebo Parish (Ög.), who arrived in New Orleans, LA 1851 and who
settled in Chisago County and Claes Dahlhjelm (Clas Dahlion), his son, bom in
Vallerstad Parish (Ög.).
Another valuable source is the District Court Naturalizations for Benton
County, MN, taken from the minutes of the U .S. District Court for 1851 -1856.
Here we find five nationals from Sweden and Sweden/Norway who were naturalized
this early in Minnesota history.
The editors have provided burial records from the WPA files , which give
the names of Swedes, who settled in Chisago County and were buried in the Glader
Cemetery, Chisago County, The Lutheran Cemetery of Harris, MN; the Crescent
Beach Cemetery, Center City, MN; First Swedish Methodist Episcopal Cemetery
in Louriston, MN, and several other burial places.
Early marriage records for a number of Minnesota counties are also listed,
where one might find clues toa Swedish ancestor.
Nils William Olsson, Winter Park, FL
-oOo-

Bernadotteättlingar (Bernadotte Descendants). By Ted Rosvall.
(Falköping, Sweden 1992). 128 pp. Richly illustrated. Soft cover. $27 .50
including postage and handling. Order from SAG Publications, P.O.Box 2186,
Winter Park, FL 32790.
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Ted Rosvall, one of Sweden's youngest and most successful professional
genealogists and the proprietor of Royal Books, antiquarian bookseller and
publisher in Falköping, Sweden, has recently published a comprehensive study of
all the descendants of Jean Baptiste Bernadotte, who ascended the Swedish throne
in 1818 as Charles XIV John. Although the book is published in Swedish, the
author has been mindful of the English reader and has translated much of the work
into English, including the foreword, captions and the key to the abbreviations used
in the tables. With the assistance of these aids it should be quite easy for the nonSwedish reader to make his way through the genealogical tables.

Mr. Rosvall's work is very ambitious. While he has made use of much of
the printed literature dealing with the royal houses of Europe, he has also done
original research or has had other professional genealogists do the work for him.
The result is a comprehensive overview of not only Sweden 's royal house, but also
all of the side lines which have come in as a result of marriage ties. Here one may
also find ahnentafeln for all the Swedish queens from Desiree to Silvia, much of it
material never before published. Pedigrees have also been included for Crown
Princess Margaretha and Princess Sibylla, though they never became Swedish
queens.
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The pedigrees are easy to follow thanks to the author's system of using
flow charts to indicate each person' s pedigree with full information concerning
birth, marriage, divorce, and death, as well as locations, where these events took
place, such as parishes, palaces, cilies and towns.
For the genealogical buff or person interested in following the intermaniages among Europe's royalty this book is a welcome addition. Mr. Rosvall
has promised a second volume of this work in the future.
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Nils William Olsson, Winter Park, PI..
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The 1693 Census of the Swedes on the Delaware. By Peter Stebbins
Craig, J.D., F.A.S.G. (Winter Park, FL 1993). ix + 213 pp. Cloth. $37 .50 +
$2.50 postage and handling. Order from SAG Publications, P.O.Box 2186, Winter
Park, FL 32790.
The book subtitle better describes it: Family Histories of the Swedish
Lutheran Church Members Residing in Pennsylvania, Delaware, West New Jersey,
and Cecil County, Maryland,1638-1693. The basis of this compilation is a
corrected and complete reading of the original 1693 census, which listed the heads
of 207 households and gave the number of persons residing in each, a total of 972
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individuals living in New Sweden. These were the settlers - mostly of Swedish or
Finnish origin - served by the Swedish churches at Philadelphia and near
Wilmington.
The first 24 pages are devoted to the historical background of the Swedish
settlements in the Delaware Valley, the history and analysis of the 1693 census,
descriptions of the congregations at Wicaco and Crane Hook, and explanation of the
study methodology. These are enhanced by two unusually fine maps (by Sheila
Waters) of the service areas of the two churches. Included among the data are many
newly discovered or identified records from Swedish archives, as well as pertinent
materials from the Dutch and English administrations of the Delaware region. The
thoroughness and depth of Dr. Craig's research is shown by the 423 footnoted
references, citing and discussing both published and unpublished sources of the
data.

The bulk of this descriptive work (pages 26 to 158) is composed of
capsule biographies and family histories. Dr. Craig has endeavored to identify each
person living in 1693. The family accounts are arranged in approximate geographic
oroer. Though descendants are not followed to later generations, pertinent literature
and genealogies, if any, are cited. The book is supplemented by the printing (in
English) of four interesting letters which accompanied the 1693 census when it was
sent to Sweden by Charles Springer. Also appended are an excellent bibliography
and an index of place names. The complete index of personal names is especially
well arranged, with full consideration given to patronymics and variant or
anglicized spellings.
The only significant deficiency in this otherwise most scholarly work is
its failure to cite and key the specific sources for each vital datum. When, for
example, the compiler stated (on page 107) that "Charles Springer was bom in
Stockholm 1658, the son of Christopher Springer and his third wife, Beata Salina,"
he should have cited the specific primary documentary source(s) which supports
these genealogical fäets. Instead he adopted the space-saving "omnibus style" in
which all the sources, notes, and supplementary information pertaining to an
individual are lumped together in a single long footnote. The reader is unable to
determine which of the many cited references actually supports each genealogical
datum in the book.
The book completely supersedes and is not a simple reprint of the series
of articles previously published in Swedish American Genealogist. It is
recommended to all interested descendants, students of Delaware Valley genealogy
and local history, and it must be obtained by all genealogical reference libraries.
George Ely Russell, C.G., F.A.S.G., F.N.G.S., Middletown, MD
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